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North East Ohio Conference of People First
Cuyahoga County’s People First 
chapter, presents a Northeast Ohio 
Regional Conference for Individuals 
with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities. The event will take place 
on Friday and Saturday June 12 &13, 
2009 at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Independence. Workshops will feature 
speakers, question and answer 
sessions, as well as time to make and 
meet new friends! Presentations from 
self-advocates, politicians, and 
community figures on topics of 

interest that affect adults with 
developmental disabilities. 
Registration is $190 per person which 
includes hotel accommodations, 
conference materials, and meals. 
Deadline for registration  
is Friday May 22. Register today!  
For registration information contact 
Maria Woollard at 1331 Euclid  
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44115, call 
(216) 622-0755 ext. 13, or email 
mwoollard@cmr-cleveland.org or visit 
www.cmr-cleveland.org.

The Arc of Greater Cleveland is 
pleased to announce the addition of 
individuals elected to its Board of 
Directors. Joining the Board is, 
Powell W. Caesar, III, director of 
public affairs for the Cuyahoga 
County Coroner’s Office and Amy 
Boyd-Kirksey, past president of the 
Junior League of Cleveland, Kevin 
Goodman, managing director of 
business development BlueBridge 
networks and Michael J. Rich 
recipient of the 2007 excellence in 
self advocacy award and president of 
People First of Cuyahoga County. In 
addition our honorary board 
welcomes Alex Machaskee, president 
Alex Machaskee & Associates, Mary 
Verdi-Fletcher president and founding 
artistic director, Dancing Wheels and 
Loree Vick, senior public relations 
and media advisor, University 

Hospitals. 
The Arc GC's newly elected Executive 
Committee is headed by President 
Elizabeth Kelley, Esq., Vice President 
Daniel F. Waldeck, Senior Vice 
President, Regional Manager 
Corporate Banking, National City 
now a part of PNC, Treasurer Sanford 
C. Trado, CPA, and Secretary Mark 
Hicks Vantage Financial Group, and 
Member at Large Robert E. Schweid, 
Ph.D. 
The new Board members will serve 
alongside current trustees Jamie 
Debenham senior vice president, 
Neace Lukens, James L. DeFeo  
associate Thompson Hine LLP, 
Michael C. DeAloia, Michael A. 
Donzella, Ed.D., adjunct professor, 
Notre Dame College of Ohio, College 
of Education, and John S. Tepfenhart, 
director of corporate business 

Welcome New Board Members

Powell W. Caesar, III

Kevin Goodman

Amy Boyd-Kirksey

development, ka Architecture, 
Douglas Kanouff vice president, 
director of corporate application 
management, AmTrust Bank, Ellen B. 
Minadeo senior vice president, private 
banking manager, Citizens Bank, Dick 
Russ managing editor/anchor/
reporter, WKYC T.V., and  Brad 
Schwartz B.E.S.T. Solutions. Arc GC 
Honorary Trustees include Karen 
Baker, and Lydia Esparra and Director 
Emeritus, Ben M. Bonanno.

Michael J. Rich

Letter from the President 
of People First of Cuyahoga 
County Michael J. Rich

I think the Cuyahoga County chapter 
of People First will be moving forward 
with the induction of their new offi-
cers.  All of the officers are bright and 
very energetic.  At this time, our 
hands are not tied and we have full 
control of our ideas. I am hoping old 
and new members will want to come 
and be active participants. Our future 
looks bright. The new officers are:
President – Mike Rich	
Vice President – Amy Hook
Chaplain – Juanita Thompson	
Sergeant-at-Arms – Albert McCalep 
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Legacy       
  Luncheon
The Arc of Greater Cleveland 
presents its Fourth Annual Legacy 
Luncheon, Honoring Greater 
Clevelanders who have made a 
significant impact to improve the 
lives of those affected by 
intellectual disabilities.

The 2009 Legacy Luncheon 
presents the  Ben M. Bonanno 
Excellence in Advocacy Award to 
The Honorable Judge Burt W. 
Griffin, whose personal and 
professional life has been devoted 
to advocacy on behalf of 
individuals with disabilities.

Wednesday, September 30, 2009  
at noon InterContinental Hotel & 
Conference Center
9801 Carnegie Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio

For more information, visit our 
web site at www.cmr-cleveland.org 
or call 216.622.0755 for 
reservations.

Cindy Norwood

Have you been looking for something to do during the 
day? Want to get out of the house, have some fun, and 
enjoy Cleveland’s attractions?
This all-day experience was created to serve adults based 
on their needs and is focused on enjoying activities in 
our club-house like atmosphere, field trips to parks and 
attractions and the companionship of new and old 

Executive Director’s Corner

A Life That Tells A 
Story... The stories 
of real people 
testify to the 
impact of the 
economy and the 
positive impact 
we can have.  
Angela*, 54, who 
lives with 

moderate intellectual disabilities and 
Post Polio syndrome, will tell you so.
Angela received assistance through a 
program developed to purchase a 
bedroom set for her new home. It 
replaced an ancient one whose bed 
frame was falling down. The 
assistance Angela received was 
something that helped her feel well-
provided for as well as safer and more 
comfortable.  
Angela’s story illustrates that simple 
gifts like these empower individuals 
with disabilities to make their own 
contributions to their communities. 
After purchasing her new bed, Angela 
donated her old one to be restored by 
a local charity and given to another 
community member in need. As a 
result, Angela enjoyed the privilege 
and importance of helping others. 
In February 2009, The Arc of Ohio 
and five of its chapters—The Arc of 
Ohio, based in Central Ohio, The Arc 
of Greater Cleveland, The Arc of Stark 
County, The Arc of Summit and 
Portage Counties and The Arc of 
Hamilton County—were given the 
opportunity to participate in an 
innovative program to help address 
some of these needs through local 
philanthropy. 
The program model was developed by 
the Foundation For the Challenged.  
The Foundation For the Challenged 

offered a grant of $25,000 to The Arc 
of Ohio and Chapters in a match 
challenge. Under the program, the 
five local Arc chapters, including The 
Arc of Greater Cleveland, will receive 
$5,000 each and we have committed 
to raising that amount from private 
donors in our local communities. 
Once matched dollars are raised, a 
total of $10,000 will be available to 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities living in each 
community. What we feel has been 
created is an innovative way to 
engage local donors by securing their 
support in a mini “stimulus package” 
program focused solely on people 
with developmental disabilities and 
meeting their basic needs.The 
Community Living Fund of Ohio 
provides aid dollars to qualified 
individuals who live without basic 
needs such as bed linens, pots and 
pans or a comfortable bed. The 
collaboration of nonprofit 
organizations leverages decades of 
advocacy for advancing quality of 
life for people with developmental 
disabilities. One hundred percent of 
raised dollars will be distributed to 
people with developmental 
disabilities. 
Here in the Greater Cleveland 
community our advocacy efforts 
have supported and empowered 
individuals of all ages and their 
families; connected and informed 
them; improved service systems that 
support them; influenced public 
policy; increased public awareness; 
and inspired their inclusion in 
communities. 
The Arc of Greater Cleveland is 
grateful for an initial lead gift from 
the Michael A and Susan K Clegg 

Executive Director’s Corner

fund and we ask you to join us and 
consider a gift for the community 
living fund
*pseudonym

Spotlight on: HELP Daytime Activities

friends.  We’ll even pick you up and bring you back home 
again!
We’d love to have you stop by and see for yourself!  
Call Tami at 216-432-4810x339
The Help Foundation has been providing residential and 
supportive services to adults and children with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities since 1965.
Visit us online at www.helpfoundationinc.org
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The Arc of Greater Cleveland wishes to express its gratitude to the following supporters for their generous donations from January through 
December, 2008. If your name is incorrect or inadvertently omitted, please contact us so our records can be corrected.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Abbamonte

Achievement Centers for 
Children

AirTran Airways
Dr. Marisse Alexander
Cheryl Alikhan
Amtrust Bank
William Anop
Applied Industrial 
Technologies

Arc of Ohio
Sinisa Arsic
Hakan Mergefield Aydin
Patricia Azusenis
Edward Bacon
Karen Joyce Baker
Bank of America
Ronald Barkley
Raymond Bartell
Edward Basch
Richard Basta
John A. Bastulli
Carla Bates
Robert Bates
Louise S. Bauer
Arlene Berganthal
Dr. Nathan Berger
Duane F. Bishop, Jr.
BlueBridge Networks
Paul E. Blumberg
Ben M. Bonanno
Amy Boyd-Kirksey
James F. Bradley
Gerald & Kathleen Breen
The Brennan Financial 
Group, LTD.

Brittany Residential, Inc.
Geraldine Brown
Trenton W. Brown
Sandra Bruce
Buckingham, Doolittle 
& Burroughs, LLP

Tasha Burt
CBIZ
Powell Caesar
Charles Calhoun
John Carlson
Cars 4 Causes
Catholic Charities
E. Chmielecki
Richard Christy
Cintas

Citizens Bank
City of Brooklyn
City of Cleveland
Brent D. Clapacs
W. J. Clark
Brian Clarke
Michael Clegg
Cleveland Cavaliers
The Cleveland 
Foundation

Cleveland Gladiators
Climaco, Lekowitz, Peca, 
Wilcox & Garofoli, Co. 
LPA

Karmen Cole
Compuware
Joseph Connolly
Corky and Lenny’s 
Restaurant

Costco
Swasti Crain
Marvin H. Cramer
Anita Crawford
Kina Crowder
Marilyn Cunin
Cuyahoga County Board 
of MR/DD

Cuyahoga County 
Treasurer’s Office

William Daley
DanDee
Dane Contractors, Inc.
Theasha Daniely
Day Family Fund
Michael C. DeAloia
Jamie Debenham
Kathy Dec
James DeFeo
Dempsey Scheiman & 
Associates

Dana Depew
Ellen Deutsch
The DiGeronimo Family 
Foundation

Jimmy Dimora
Michael and Rosemary 
Donzella

Michelle Durmick
Joseph Elegante
Robert Elize
Rita Eller
Robert Ellison
Joyce Ely

Debbie Emrick
Enerco Group, Inc.
Antanio Ervin
Lydia Esparra
Eta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
Family of Marge 
Metivier

Wayne Farmwald
Michelle Felder
Fifth Third Bank
FIT Technologies
John A. Flask
Sandra Flemming-Brooks
Dr. Joseph Foley
Forest City Enterprises
William & Katherine M. 
Franz

Friends of Amy Hook
Friends of Tim Hagan
Christine Friscone
Carolyn Garrison
Gates Plumbing
Michael T. Gavin
Genie of Fairview Door 
Company

Giant Eagle
Chris Gibson
Stephen Glova
William D. Glubiak
Golden Age Centers
Kevin Goodman
Goodwill Industries
Eleanor Gottesman
Salvatore Grandinetti
Robert A. Grant
Adam Fletcher Gregory
Robert Greiser
Hand & Physical 
Therapy

Tom Harmon
Kay Harrison
The Harry F. Fox and 
Emma R. Fox 
Foundation

Suzanne S. Hassett
HELP Foundation, Inc.
Anthony Hemmingway
Amy Henderson-
Johnson

Lorenza Henderson
Sharon Henry
Hickman & Lowder
Mark W. Hicks

Andy Hirko
Hitachi
Bryan & Alicia Hodil
Marie C. Hoffman
Phillip Holland
Gary Horvath
Mary Jane Hugel
Sharon Hughes
Wilson Huhn
Shirley Hunt
Edward Hyland, Jr.
Hy Leval Co. 
Carol Iglewski
Winifred J. Ivey
Aleli Javier
Paul R. Johnson
Walter Kalberer
Dennis & Jean Kanouff
Douglas W. Kanouff
George Karas
Elizabeth Kelley, Esq.
David and Cynthia 
Klimovich

Mr. & Mrs. Donald 
Kostyo

John Kovach
Christine Kraley
David Kunotz
Lake Erie Monsters
Dr. Mildred D. Lane
Bill Laufer
Laurice Skin Care & 
Cosmetics

Rosemary Lepplemeirer
Anne Leslie
Cathy Lewis
Alex Machaskee
James Mackey
Willie A. Maddox
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas M. 
Maher

Yogesh Malik
James Mallinak
Daniel R. Marsh
Steven Marsh, DDS, Inc.
Carolyn Martin
John R. Mayer
Edward McAndrew
Robert and Denise 
McClanahan

Nate McCondoughey
Leona S. McConnell
Bobby McCreary

Maureen McCutcheon
Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. 
McEvoy

Scott McGowan
Shelia McHale
McManus, Dosen & 
Company

Mrs. Robert McQuown
Fred and Tova Messing
MetLife Investors
Mark G. Mills
Ellen B. Minadeo
Allen Mitchell
Richard Morton
Kenneth Mosby
Murlan Murphy
Carol Muzychak
Michael and Claire Nash
National City Bank
Nature’s Bin
Timothy Needles
Ms. Marjorie Nemeth
Nestle
Neuce Lukens Charitable 
Foundation

New Avenues to 
Independence

Richard Newman
William P. Nice, Jr.
North Coast 
Community Homes 
Inc, Ohio

Northwestern Mutual
Cynthia Norwood
Jessica Norwood
William Noyes
Office of Dennis 
Kucinich

James Onk
Mr. & Mrs. William Oros
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Parsons
Barbera Peacock
Deborah Pearl
Pepsi
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Peretz
Fred Perry
Denise Phillips
Pierre’s
Rosari Pingatore
Paulette A. Poklar
Florence KZ Pollack
Frank Pollack
Bonnie Polster

The Arc of Greater Cleveland  
   Thanks Its Generous Donors
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Diana Popovich
Jaqueline Puda
Quicken Loans
Tom Radzanowski
Peter Rebar
Howard Reiter
Daniel Rice and Jane 
Robertson

James Rich
Michael J. Rich
Rooster’s Restaurant
Andrew & Judith Roth
Joseph Rothenberg
Charles Royer
Dick Russ
Louise Rust
Terrance M. Ryan
S.A.W., Inc.
The S. K. Wellman 
Foundation

St. Ignatius Circus Club
Samuel H. & Maria 
Miller Foundation

Al Sanchez
Alfonso Sanchez
Marc Sanchez

Maris Sanchez
Katherine Sawyer
Charles Scheidt, Jr.
Penelope Schuette
Sandra Schump
Brad Schwartz
Dr. Robert Schweid
Russell C. Shaw
Levi Shearer
Jean Siccone
Linda Sieber
Robert A. and Patricia H. 
Sims

Kamakhya P. Singh
Paramjit and Linda 
Singh

Douglas Skolnekovich
Lynn Slane
Norma Smith
Ellyn Smolko
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard M. 
Spacek

William & Elizabeth 
Spellacy

Sports Time Ohio
Brent Springer

Starbucks
Arthur Steinmetz
Stepping Stone Financial
Nancy Stout
Sullivan & Sullivan, LTD
Tom Sulzer
John & Regina Sweeney
Jeanne Sydenstricker
Tatum House
Vermice Taylor
John Tepfenhart
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Thomas
Paul A. Thomas
Thompson Hine, LLP
Denise Todd
Tommy’s Restaurant
Tower City Center
Sanford Trado
M. Trela
United Way EWAY
United Way, Inc.
United Way of AL
United Way of Central 
Ohio

United Way of 
Connecticut

United Way of Delaware
Raymond T. Wilson
United Way Special 
Distribution

Maria Zellers, Alan 
Boose

University Hospital 
System

The Upside of Downs of 
Greater Cleveland

Dan Urbin
Robert & Dorothy 
Valerian

Valley of the Sun United 
Way

Vantage Financial
Mary Verdi-Fletcher
John S. Veres
Loree Vick
Daniel F. Waldeck
Walter & Haverfield, LLP
Steve Watson
Weinfort Washington
Wayne Holscott and 
Friends

Wellcare

Weltman,Weinberg & 
Reis Co., L.P.A.

Westlake Senior Arts & 
Crafts

The William M. Weiss 
Foundation

Shirley & Richard 
Williams

James Wright
Edward and Elaine 
Yakamavage

Kenneth Yamek
Richard N. Yoe
Cameron Zwagerman
Zeppe’s Pizzeria

IN HONOR OF
Eric Doblar (Duane & 
Shirley Doblar)

IN MEMORY OF
John Blakeslee (Ellen 
Minadeo)

The Arc of Greater Cleveland  
   Thanks Its Generous Donors


